Introduction to Nursing Research: Incorporating Evidence-Based Practice: Incorporating Evidence-Based Practice

A good introduction paragraph is an essential part of any acadenic essay. It
sets up your argurent and tells the reader what to expect.

The main goals of an introduction are to:

Catch your readera€™s attention

G ve background on your topic.

Present your thesis statenent&€”the central point of your essay.

This introduction exanple is taken fromour interactive essay exanple on the
history of Braille.

Essay introduction exanple The invention of Braille was a major turning point in
the history of disability. The witing systemof raised dots used by visually

i mpai red peopl e was devel oped by Louis Braille in nineteenth-century France. |n
a society that did not val ue disabl ed people in general, blindness was
particularly stigmatized, and | ack of access to reading and witing was a
significant barrier to social participation. The idea of tactile reading was not
entirely new, but existing nethods based on sighted systens were difficult to

| earn and use. As the first witing systemdesigned for blind peopl ed€™ needs,
Braill e was a groundbreaki ng new accessibility tool. It not only provided
practical benefits, but al so hel ped change the cultural status of blindness.
Thi s essay begi ns by discussing the situation of blind people in

ni net eent h-century Europe. It then describes the invention of Braille and the
gradual process of its acceptance within blind education. Subsequently, it

expl ores the wide-ranging effects of this invention on blind peopl ed€™ soci al
and cul tural lives.

Step 1: Hook your reader

Your first sentence sets the tone for the whol e essay, so spend sone tine on
writing an effective hook.

Avoi d |l ong, dense sentencesa€”start with sonething clear, concise and catchy
that will spark your readerd€™s curiosity.

The hook should | ead the reader into your essay, giving a sense of the topic
youd€™e witing about and why ita€™ interesting. Avoid overly broad clains or
plain statenents of fact.

Exanpl es: Witing a good hook

Take a | ook at these exanples of weak hooks and | earn how to inprove them

Braille was an extrenely inportant invention.

The invention of Braille was a nmajor turning point in the history of disability.
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The first sentence is a dry fact; the second sentence is nore interesting,
maki ng a bol d cl ai m about exactly why the topic is inportant.

The internet is defined as a€ma gl obal conputer network providing a variety of information and conmuni cation
facilities. &€

The spread of the internet has had a world-changing effect, not |east on the world of education.

Avoid using a dictionary definition as your hook, especially if it&€™ an obvious termthat everyone knows. The
i nproved exanple here is still broad, but it gives us a nuch clearer sense of what the essay will be about.

Mary Shel | eya€™s Frankenstein is a fanous book fromthe nineteenth century.
Mary Shel | eya€™ Frankenstein is often read as a crude cautionary tal e about the dangers of scientific advancenent.

Instead of just stating a fact that the reader already knows, the inproved hook here tells us about the mainstream
interpretation of the book, inplying that this essay will offer a different interpretation.

Step 2: G ve background infornmation

Next, give your reader the context they need to understand your topic and argunent. Depending on the subject of your
essay, this mght include:

Hi storical, geographical, or social context
An outline of the debate youd€™ e addressing
A sunmary of relevant theories or research about the topic

Definitions of key terns
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The informati on here should be broad but clearly focused and rel evant to your argunent.

Dond€™ give too nuch detail 4&€”"you can nention points that you will return to later, but save your evidence and
interpretation for the nmain body of the essay.

How rmuch space you need for background depends on your topic and the scope of your essay. In our Braille exanple, we
take a few sentences to introduce the topic and sketch the social context that the essay will address:

Exanpl e: Background i nformati on The witing systemof raised dots used by blind and visually inpaired people was
devel oped by Louis Braille in nineteenth-century France. In a society that did not val ue disabl ed people in general,
bl i ndness was particularly stigmatized, and | ack of access to reading and witing was a significant barrier to social
participation. The idea of tactile reading was not entirely new, but existing nethods based on sighted systens were
difficult to learn and use.

VWhat can proofreadi ng do for your paper? Scribbr editors not only correct granmmar and spelling mstakes, but also
strengthen your writing by making sure your paper is free of vague | anguage, redundant words and awkward phrasi ng. See
edi ti ng exanpl e

Step 3: Present your thesis statenent

Now it&€™ tine to narrow your focus and show exactly what you want to say about the topic. This is your thesis
statenent &€"a sentence or two that suns up your overall argunent.

This is the nost inportant part of your introduction. A good thesis isna€™ just a statenent of fact, but a claimthat
requi res evidence and expl anati on

The goal is to clearly convey your own position in a debate or your central point about a topic.
Exanpl e: Thesis statenent As the first witing system designed for blind peopl ed€™ needs, Braille was a

groundbr eaki ng new accessibility tool. It not only provided practical benefits, but also hel ped change the cultura
status of blindness.

Page 3



210.00155555556

Step 4. Map your essaya€™s structure

Particularly in longer essays, ita€™ helpful to end the introduction by signposting what will be covered in each
part. Keep it concise and give your reader a clear sense of the direction your argunent wll take.

Exanpl e: Si gnposting This essay begins by discussing the situation of blind people in nineteenth-century Europe. It
t hen describes the invention of Braille and the gradual process of its acceptance within blind education.
Subsequently, it explores the wi de-ranging effects of this invention on blind peopl ed€™ social and cultural [|ives.
Step 5: Check and revise

As you research and wite, your argunent night change focus or direction as you |learn nore.

For this reason, ita€™ often a good idea to wait until later in the witing process before you wite the introduction
paragraphd€”it can even be the very last thing you wite.

When youd€™e finished witing the essay body and conclusion, you should return to the introduction and check that it
mat ches the content of the essay.

Ita€™ especially inportant to make sure your thesis statenment accurately represents what you do in the essay. If your
argunment has gone in a different direction than planned, tweak your thesis statenent to match what you actually say.

You can use the checklist below to nake sure your introduction does everything ita€™ supposed to.
Checklist: Essay introduction O/ 5 My first sentence is engaging and rel evant.

| have introduced the topic with necessary background i nformation.

I have defined any inportant terns.

My thesis statenent clearly presents nmy main point or argument.
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Everything in the introduction is relevant to the main body of the essay. Wl I done! You have a strong introduction -
now nake sure the rest of your essay is just as good. Learn nore about witing essay paragraphs

More exanpl es of essay introductions
Argunent ati ve
Expository

Literary analysis This introduction to an argunentative essay sets up the debate about the internet and education, and
then clearly states the position the essay will argue for. Argunentative essay introduction The spread of the internet
has had a worl d-changing effect, not |east on the world of education. The use of the internet in academ c contexts is
on the rise, and its role in learning is hotly debated. For many teachers who did not grow up with this technol ogy,
its effects seemalarning and potentially harnful. This concern, while understandable, is misguided. The negatives of

i nternet use are outweighed by its critical benefits for students and educatorsa€”as a uni quely conprehensive and
accessible informati on source; a neans of exposure to and engagenent with different perspectives; and a highly
flexible | earning environment. This introduction to a short expository essay |leads into the topic (the invention of
the printing press) and states the nain point the essay will explain (the effect of this invention on European
society). Expository essay introduction In nmany ways, the invention of the printing press narked the end of the Mddle
Ages. The nedieval period in Europe is often renenbered as a tinme of intellectual and political stagnation. Prior to

t he Renai ssance, the average person had very limted access to books and was unlikely to be literate. The invention of
the printing press in the 15th century allowed for much less restricted circulation of information in Europe, paving
the way for the Reformation. This introduction to a literary anal ysis essay, about Mary Shel |l eya€™s Frankenstein,
starts by describing a sinplistic popular view of the story, and then states how the author will give a nore conpl ex
analysis of the texta€™ literary devices. Literary analysis essay introduction Mary Shell ey&d€™ Frankenstein is often
read as a crude cautionary tale. Arguably the first science fiction novel, its plot can be read as a warni ng about the
dangers of scientific advancenment unrestrained by ethical considerations. In this reading, and in popular culture
representations of the character as a a€oerad scientistéa€e, Victor Frankenstein represents the callous, arrogant
anmbi ti on of nodern science. However, far fromproviding a stable inmge of the character, Shelley uses shifting
narrative perspectives to gradually transform our inpression of Frankenstein, portraying himin an increasingly
negative light as the novel goes on. While he initially appears to be a naive but synpathetic idealist, after the
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creatured€™s narrative Frankenstein begins to resenbl ed€”even in his own tellinga€’the thoughtlessly cruel figure the
creature represents himas.

Frequently asked questions about the essay introduction
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